
“I still vividly recall the helicopters flying 

overhead with smoke discharging,” says 

Rebeca, eldest child of René Sr. and 

Marina Ventura.  Helicopters, guns fir-

ing, soldiers, scarce food, children not 

returning to school the next day, sleep-

ing under the table covered with mat-

tresses…all these were deemed 

“normal activities” by the children.  

While these conditions would be 

anything but “normal” to most of us, 

such was the experience of the Ven-

tura family in the 1980s during one 

of the longest lasting civil wars in 

history (1979-1992) in El Salvador.  

Actual numbers of deaths are uncer-

tain; one source stated in excess of 

75,000 innocent women and children 

were killed.   

But let’s go back to life in Apopa, El 

Salvador before the war. This smallest 

Central American country is also the 

most densely populated (@ 6 million).   

René Sr. was a salesman, promoting 

‘Soberano’ laundry soap in nearby 

towns, and Marina was a manager in a 

factory that produced shirts for men.  

Later she did some custom dressmaking 

from her home.  They were blessed with 

four children: Rebeca, Blanca, Silvia, 

and René Jr.   

“Our life was very simple,” recalls Blan-

ca.  “We went to school and wore uni-

forms.  We didn’t have lots of money 

and toys, but we 

were happy.  We used our imagination 

and improvised, playing outside in the 

trees a lot.”  We chuckled together as 

Rebeca told of an earthquake incident.  

Silvia was in a mango tree waiting for 

René to pass her the broom to get man-

gos.  The tree was shaking from the 

quake.  René asked what he could hang 

on to, and Silvia told him to hang on to 

the broom.  Rebeca still has a clear 

picture of her mom and sister standing in 

the doorway. 

But the civil war destroyed much of their 

country’s beauty and charm.  They 

would need much more than a broom to 

hold onto during the ensuing upheaval.  

“Our homes were attached to that of 

other family members, and we were held 

hostage in our own home that had be-

come a target for the guerillas,” ex-

plained the parents. Family members 

already in Edmonton were encouraging 

and helping the Ventura family to obtain 

needed documents to make a drastic 

move.  Life for the Ventura family had 

simply become too insecure.  

 Remembering the war: “Our parents 

did a very good job in protecting our 

childhood from fear and trauma,” each 

now adult child recalled. “Sometimes we 

had to pile mattresses atop the table, 

and eat and sleep there.  It was like 

camping.  We would hear the shooting, 

but we were not afraid.”  Rebeca re-

members going to school and noticing 

that some children were not present.  

She knows now that they had been 

killed.  She also recalls going to a street 

she was not allowed to go to and see-

ing dead bodies lying in the street.  

She never went back again.  René Jr., 

the youngest, recalls evacuating the 

house, but being able to return.  He 

also recalls chaos prior to their leav-

ing. 

Marina tells about going to the store 

down the street for food.  Soldiers 

were on one side and guerrillas on the 

other, shooting at each other.  She 

prayed for safety.  The soldiers said, 

“Let’s stop firing.”  They told her to go 

quickly and they would allow her to 

pass.  She did so and was afforded pro-

tection and able to return home.  Praise 

God! 

Leaving:  The children were told that 

they were going on a trip…a vacation.  

They were excited because they had 

never gone on a vacation.  It was time 

for adventure!  Rebeca clearly recalls 

not wanting to leave.  Her mom gave her 

some fabric to make some clothes for 

her best friend.  When she saw the 

packing happening, she protested, but 

was told it would just be a short visit.  

After arriving in Edmonton and being 

told that they were not returning, she 

was very upset.  Blanca remembers 

standing in huge lines all day long to get 

passports, only to repeat the process 

the next day, until the passports were 

secured.  “Everyone desperately needed 

to get out of the country, and I knew at 
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my very young age (eight years) that we 

had to do this because of the war.”  René 

Sr. and Marina say that leaving was diffi-

cult, but they had made the decision and 

had to follow through with it for their fami-

ly’s safety and well-being. 

The Escape: Once again, the parents 

provided protection for their children and 

along the way tried to keep life as normal 

as possible.  There were times of going to 

school and church, and times of play con-

trasted with crossing a river in an inflata-

ble raft from Guatemala to Mexico.  In 

Mexico there were church members who 

provided accommodation and food, and 

assisted with the required paper work.    

Rebeca remembers being in the back of a 

truck at some point and being instructed 

not to say one word.  The truck was 

stopped and the immigration officer 

opened the tarp, promptly closing it 

again and sending them on their way.  

“It was like he didn’t see anything at all,” 

she said.  Could it be that angels ob-

structed his view? 

Life in Edmonton: After approximately 

six months, they flew from Mexico City 

to Vancouver. What an adventure for 

the children!  In Vancouver they were 

given the choice to go to Australia or 

stay in Canada.  Since they had family 

in Edmonton, the choice was clear.  

Finally René Sr. and Marina Ventura, 

their four children (ages 6-12), and sev-

eral other extended family members 

arrived in Edmonton on May 8, 1990 to 

a large family welcoming party…and 

snow at the International airport!  The 

children did not know most of those 

present as these cousins, aunts, and 

uncles had come to Edmonton some 

years earlier.  René and Marina breathed 

a colossal sigh of relief.  Everything was 

new, different, strange…and white!  But 

that was okay.  They had made it!  In the 

subsequent years they came to learn that 

snow in May in Alberta is not an abnormal 

event. 

In the later fall of 1990, the four Ventura 

children, through the influence of Pastor 

and Mrs. Victor Schulz, enrolled at Coral-

wood Adventist Academy in Grades 1, 3, 

4, and 6.  There were adjustments, chal-

lenges, setbacks and adventure along the 

way. In the end the children thrived, 

learned a new language, established 

friendships, and moved on to create fami-

lies and lives for themselves, while re-

maining loyal and tightly knit to their family 

unit.  A vibrant relationship with God is 

central to each one. 

Ventura have faithfully cleaned the school 

along with other buildings in Edmonton.  It 

was a family affair when the children were 

young, and continues to be so today, with 

Blanca and her father doing most of the 

work now.  The Coralwood constituency 

salute you and your faithfulness! 

Today, the Venturas would love to return 

to their homeland…for a visit...to see 

friends and family, to relive former times, 

to relish some of the fondly missed fruits 

(mango, guava, lemons—all right in their 

backyard), and to savor authentic 

pupusas.  While the weather is certainly 

more appealing during our winters, Marina 

says that she likes the freshness of Alber-

ta’s air.  “Edmonton is our home and we 

will stay here!” 

This story cannot be concluded without 

endeavoring to express the deep grati-

tude of Rebeca, Blanca, Silvia, and 

René Jr. to their parents for the sacrific-

es that they made in coming to Canada 

and then for providing an Adventist 

Christian education.   

“Our parents continue to impact our 

lives positively on a daily basis!”  they 

emphatically declared.  

From Rebeca: I will always admire how 

hard my parents have worked to give us 

a new life.  They sacrificed so much for 

us!  They were brave.  It took a lot of 

guts to start over with four children. 

From Blanca: My parents left a place 

where they knew the language and 

culture well to come to a place where 

everything was strange, new, and for-

eign to give us a better future.  I will 

forever be grateful to them for this! 

From Silvia: I am thankful for the little 

things in life.  It’s not difficult to be so 

when I know what my parents went 

through and the example that they set.  I 

am very grateful! 

From René Jr.: My parents gave up a life 

there and started all over for us.  There is 

nothing I could do or return to them for 

what they did for us!  I am forever grateful! 

Each child has resolutely retained their 

Salvadorian roots while adopting the Ca-

nadian life-style that is now theirs.  They 

have acquired solid careers and have 

developed strong Christian principles to 

live by and pass on to their children.  

There is no doubt in my mind that they will 

continue to positively shape our country 

and community. 

May you each continue to live with honor, 

gratitude, and God! 
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Silvia says that because they often didn’t 

know what was going on, they were 

sometimes defensive.  When the regular 

school dental checks occurred, Silvia 

would not open her mouth for the check-

up.  An older student who spoke Spanish 

tried to intervene, but Silvia remained 

firmly committed to not opening her 

mouth.  She laughs now.  “I wasn’t going 

to let anything bad happen to me,” she 

says. 

She adds another perspective…After 

Grade 9 she attended Queen Elizabeth 

High School.  She notes that some stu-

dents find it challenging to transition from 

a small Christian school setting to a large 

public high school setting, but Silvia did 

not find this to be so.  “My teachers at 

Coralwood taught me to stand up for what 

I believe in.  I learned that my beliefs were 

mine, and I became confident and com-

petitive in being who I was.  My quietness 

and aloneness actually helped me to 

make friends and grow in confidence.” 

“I’m thankful for my Christian education 

where I could cultivate a vibrant faith 

alongside the sound knowledge of God’s 

saving grace,” states Blanca.   

Rebeca, who now has three of her four 

children benefitting from Christian educa-

tion at Coralwood, says that her children 

are safe and comfortable.  “They are be-

ing trained in academics and being taught 

to grow in Jesus.  That’s important to me.” 

“Christian education has formed who I am 

now,” says René Jr.  “I received a good 

foundation and great values while at Cor-

alwood.  You can never put a price on 

that!” 

For many years René Sr. and Marina 

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 … . .  

 Back (L-R):  Blanca, Silvia, René Jr., Rebeca, and 

husband Eric holding Annabelle.  Rebeca’s older 

children are  (L-R) Adasa, Miguel, and Sonia.  

Seated are Marina and René Sr.  



a ‘need’ for this school.  It was explained 
that each year the Adventist Review staff 
provide funds for a chosen project in lieu 
of Christmas parties and gifts.  The 
Brooks school family was chosen as the 
2012 recipient.  Mrs. Weiss was quick on 
the draw with the suggestion of a Smart 
Board.  Teacher and students are eagerly 

awaiting installation of this technology in 
their classroom!   
 
An unexpected gift has not been the only 
evidence of Providence in Immanuel Sev-
enth-day Adventist School’s short history.  
The Brooks school was able to secure 
temporary accommodation to begin clas-
ses in September of 2012, knowing that 
they would have to vacate in the spring, 
as the building was to be torn down.  They 
received word in the beginning of January 
that the Brooks Lakeside Leisure Centre 
had postponed demolition, and the facility 
was available for the remainder of the 
year and for the 2013-2014 school-year.  
“Because the rent is so inexpensive,” said 
Mrs. Parker, “this is most favorable for 
us.”  “We try to be an asset in the commu-
nity and we are gradually becoming more 
of a noticeable presence, so we are excit-
ed for positive exposure,” she added. 
 
Classes for the little family are held in two 
former hockey locker rooms, complete 
with showers and a black rubber floor.  
Now here comes the fun and flexible part:  
Who else has a full size hockey arena 
area for a gymnasium?  Who else has a 
swimming pool/water park right in the 
same building?  And who else can skate 
for free on a regulation sized rink?  Proba-
bly no one else, except the Brooks Im-

Brooks, a central Alberta city (population 
@14 000), has a new ‘family’ in town…a 
small, tightly knit multi-racial school family.  
Currently part of the PACeS program, the 
family of seven (six girls and one boy) are 
known to the Brooks community as 
“Brooks Immanuel Seventh-day Adventist 
School”.  Mrs. Tammy Parker, their teach-
er is known for her flexibility, creativeness, 
warmth, and thoroughness. 
 
While walking through the displays at the 
North American Adventist Teacher’s Con-
vention held in Nashville, Tennessee in 
August 2012, Tammy stopped at the Kid’s 
View booth.  Kid’s View is a monthly publi-
cation inside the Adventist Review 
(flagship publication for the Seventh-day 

Adventist church).  I can testify that Kid’s 
View is enjoyed by kids ranging in age 
from 5 (my grand-daughter) to those con-
siderably older…myself, and numerous 
others…who still love to read kid-content.  
Kid’s View has grown from four pages to 
eight pages since 2002. 
 
Mrs. Parker wrote down the name of her 
school along with numerous others in 
attendance, as being willing to write for 
Kid’s View.  In October the new Brooks 
family was contacted and asked to write 
on the topic, “Three Wishes for the New 
Year”.  The student’s work along with 
pictures and a brief article from their 
teacher was submitted to the  magazine 
editors at the beginning of November.  
 
At the end of November, Mildred Weiss, 
secretary for the Alberta Adventist Educa-
tion Department, was contacted by a Kid’s 
View representative to see what might be 

manuel Seventh-day Adventist School 
students!  The arena “gymnasium” is 
available on a rental basis to all schools in 
Brooks for activities such as floor hockey, 
soccer or PE.  Swimming is also available 
on a rental basis.  So how does a fledgling 
school afford these added fees?  Crea-
tively, that’s how!  Since there is no real 
playground, Mrs. Parker utilizes the un-
iced arena and the swimming pool as 
funds allow.  Donors have sponsored 
some of this time for the school.  Along 
comes the “creativity” part.  Mrs. Parker 
and her ‘family’ go outside regularly and 
pick up recycling around the entire com-
plex.  “We have managed to pay for extra 
swimming sessions and extra gymnasium/
arena time,” said Mrs. Parker.  “It’s also 
created a sense of goodwill in the commu-
nity,” she added.  “The kids learn the re-
sponsibility of caring for the earth, working 
for God, and making our ‘school yard’ a 
more beautiful place.  Each child sees the 
difference that their efforts make.  With 
five schools surrounding the Lakeside 
Leisure Center and full time use by the 
community, things get dirty fast.  Many 
people have stopped and asked why we 
spend the time to clean up and we tell 
them.  They usually respond with a ‘wow’ 

and ‘thanks!’  We have picked up over 
$100 in recycling and at least 2-3 shop-
ping bags of garbage each time we go.” 
 
Oh yes!  Would you like an inside scoop 
on the three wishes?  Because all the 
students are new immigrants to Alberta, a 
common wish was to see family members 
back in their home country.  We can each 
pray that this wish will come true in God’s 
perfect timing! 

P A G E  3  

 A new family  

Did you know? 
If students don’t learn to read by Grade 3, there is less than 25% 

chance they will ever catch up. 

The average student reads about 7 minutes a day. 

Watch for Winning Strategies to encourage reading next month! 
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                “They’ll keep the story alive in their children, 
         And they will come back.”  Zechariah 10:9 CW 

 
Being part of keeping the story alive is exceedingly rewarding.  Each 
story in AAEC (this publication) has afforded me the opportunity to peek 
(with permission) into the lives of people I may never have otherwise 
met.  The blessings just keep multiplying and I am humbled to be part of 
the living narrative. 
 
The Ventura story featured this month is near and dear to my heart.  I 
vividly recall when this family and others joined the Coralwood family.  As 
I observed them integrate into Canadian culture, my admiration for those 
who leave home, family, and friends to give their children an improved 
quality of life, continued to grow.  The decision to come to Canada was 
the right one, but there will forever be wistful thoughts of “home.”   
 
Canada, Alberta, Edmonton, and the Seventh-day Adventist family are 
made better through contributions from hardworking, self-sacrificing indi-
viduals whether their roots are found locally or abroad.   
 
We covet the chance prospect of sharing a segment of your life or some-
one you know.  Start with a phone call or an email…information is to the 
left of this column.  Let’s keep your stories alive! 

www.albertasdaedu.orgwww.albertasdaedu.org  

I n  To u ch  Wi t h  Yo u . . .  

A worship idea 
 

Play: Moth, Rust, Thieves. 
One child names something she sees, 
and the others classify as to whether 
moths, rust or thieves could destroy or 
steal it.  If the child names something that 
can’t be stolen or ruined (like a smile, 
kindness, love or family), give her a coin 
to demonstrate she has chosen a valua-
ble treasure. 
 
Talk:  Matthew 6:19-21 talks about treas-
ures that God wants us to value.  While 
shiny and pretty new things may seem 
valuable, God says those things can with-
er away or lose their shine.  When we 
behave in ways that honor God, we learn 
what real treasure is.  We can’t put a 
price on true treasure, and it can’t be 
destroyed or stolen.  What are some 
ways you can find true treasures? 
 
Pray for God to help you recognize true 
treasures that can’t be stolen or de-
stroyed. 

A Recipe 
 
Breakfast Cookies 
 
4 C flour 
2 t baking powder  
2 t cinnamon   
--Mix together and set aside. 
 
4 eggs 
¼ C milk 
1 t vanilla 
1 C each:  peanut butter 
   honey 
   brown sugar 
   margarine  
--Beat until creamy. 
--Blend creamy mixture with flour mixture. 
 
Add: 1 C chocolate chips 
 1 C chopped nuts or sesame seeds 
 1 C flaked coconut 
 1 C raisins 
 1 C oatmeal 
 
Drop by heaping spoons about 1 inch apart on cookie sheets.   
Bake at 350o for 10-12 minutes or until golden on bottom. 
Cool on racks.  Enjoy anytime! 


