
 

Approximately one month 
ago I did a “happy dance” at 
my computer.  I had re-
ceived an unsolicited piece 
of writing—a testimonial 
from one of Alberta’s Sev-
enth-day Adventist teachers.  
I was thrilled!  The writer, 
Mrs. Holly Kay, writes from a 
personal perspective that 
can be applied to anyone in 
any career or position in life.  
She expressed herself clear-
ly in first person style, so I 
am letting her words speak. 

Reborn as a Teacher… 

 
I am a pastor's kid (*see end 
note); born and raised in the 
church and never did anything 
‘wrong’.  I built walls around 
myself to protect me from going 
astray and made sure I always 
followed the rules I had created 
for my life.  I love my God and 

my church very much, and I 
loved the safety it provided.  But 
there was always something I 
longed for--that zest that comes 
from new Christians.  They have 
this zeal and excitement that 
reminds me of that first love 
experience and I have always 
wanted to experience that 
sometime.  I've been told that 
there is value in the content-
ment of a long term relationship, 
but that zest...it’s amazing! 

 

I feel like I've been given a chance at something 
similar to that ‘first love’ experience this year.  I've 
always wanted to be a teacher; never really want-
ed to do anything else.  When my husband and I 
got married, there wasn't the opportunity for full-
time employment.  I was a substitute teacher, day-
home provider, mother, home-business owner, all 
the while trying desperately to find my niche 
again.  Much like a ‘lost’ person tries to fill their 
‘God-Spot’ with anything else but God, I was try-

ing to fill my ‘teacher-spot’ with other jobs.  I 
was incredibly depressed and finally prayed that 
God would lead me where He wanted me to be.  
It’s amazing how God works!  Within three 
months God had met my childcare needs and I 
was given my current position—teaching Grade 
5 at Mamawi Atosketan Native School!  I am so 
incredibly grateful to be back where I feel God 
has always called me to be.  I'm excited to get 
up each morning and I feel truly blessed to be 
working again. 
 

I guess I'm writing this because throughout my 
substitute teaching experience, I worked in a lot of 
places and sometimes observed work-place dis-
satisfaction that troubled me.  It broke my heart as 
I would have given anything to trade places with 
them.  I hope that through reading this I will en-
courage one teacher to take a look at his/her job 
through the eyes of a “born again teacher”!  As 
teachers we have incredible careers.  We are set 
apart by God to show Him to the leaders of tomor-
row.  How could we not be excited to wake up 
each morning and see God move?  
 

When the alarm goes off, be thankful that you 
need to set it.  When your feet feel like lead, be  
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thankful that you get to move them.  
When your class is testing your limits, 
be thankful you can call them your own.  
When the roads are icy and you have to 
commute, be thankful you get a com-
mute.  When you are being evaluated, 
be thankful for the chance to show off 
your God-given skills!  Practice the art 
of gratitude for each challenge that 
comes your way.  Remind yourself daily 
of your calling and remember that there 
are ten teachers without classrooms 
who would love to be in your shoes.  
 
With love and enthusiasm,  
 
Holly Kay 
Proud Grade 5 teacher 
Mamawi Atosketan Native School 
 
*Holly is Ron & Sandra Nelson’s daugh-
ter (Ron is currently President of Man./
Sask. Conference).  She and Brad Kay 
(Warren & Cheryl Kay’s son) have two 
children: Cassandra, age 5 and Hunter, 
age 3.  Holly taught for three years in 
Victoria and Calgary, prior to marriage.  
Brad and Holly live in Lacombe. 
 
**Holly and her class have an iPad pro-
ject.  They are working to raise money 
to purchase 20 iPads to be used in 
class.  Anyone wanting to support this 
venture can go to 
www.mamawiatosketan.com .  Click on 
“Donate” to register and follow the 
steps.  
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MAMAWI  

Canada’s ONLY First Nations Adventist School...MANS 

Mamawi Atosketan Native School (MANS) is a “mission” 
right in our own back yard.  Overseas mission work is 
part of who we are as Seventh-day Adventists, but some 
members gravitate toward “at home” projects.  Here’s an 
Alberta Mission!  (Be sure to note **’d ‘participaction’ 
opportunities on page 3.) 
 

MANS has been at its current location for ten years as a 
K-9 school.  In 2012-13, Grade 10 was incorporated.  
Through the PACeS program, Grade 11 is being offered 
this year as MANS works on senior academy status.  
Two classrooms have been added on to the present 
school and will be ready for occupation when students 
return from their Christmas break in January  2013.  A 
summer building blitz will provide a separate building for 
junior and senior high students (Gr. 7-12).  The goal is to 
occupy the new classrooms by September of 2014.  The 
K-6 division will then enjoy some increased space for a 
computer lab and more. 
 

Twelve certified teaching staff, one full time guidance 
counsellor, three support staff, two administrators and 
one custodian,  work together in teaching, nurturing, and 
sharing God’s plan for all of human kind.  MANS has 164 
students this year.  The school family is also blessed 
with numerous volunteers.  Special thanks to Pastor 
Darrell Beaudoin who sings with the K-6 students every 
Tuesday morning. 

MAMAWI  

http://www.mamawiatosketan.com


FCA Junior High Volleyball Tournament 
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through to 9.  Thank you to all the par-
ents for stepping up and coaching, and 
for all the support you gave your chil-
dren and the young people of 
Alberta.   
 
Most of the volleyball matches 
were closely played between 
the three schools.  In the end 
CWAA claimed the top 4 spots 
in the tournament--A & B Divi-
sions.   
 
Congrats to all and thank you 
to all for a successful time had 
by all....both on and off the court. 

Rick Fowler 
CWAA Athletic Director 

Not even an Alberta winter storm could 
stifle the passion for God and volleyball 
the weekend of November 15-17 as 
over 120 students (plus 15 coaches and 
countless sponsors and families) trans-
cended onto Chinook Winds Adventist 
Academy campus.  CWAA Chaplin 
Brent Wilson 
spoke 
and 
in-

spired 
everyone in 
attendance on the theme of TEAM-
WORK for Friday night and Sabbath 
services.  Sabbath afternoon was a 
highlight, when students wrote letters of 
support and encouragement that will be 
sent to the Philippines in their time of 
recovery and rebuilding. 
 
The volleyball was excellent both Satur-
day night and Sunday. There were 14 
teams from Coralwood Adventist Acad-
emy, College Heights Christian School, 
and CWAA in 3 divisions from Grades 5 

…brings students, teachers and families together 

MANS  family is abuzz with activity and opportunity!  Check out the list below.   
There is something bound to satisfy you. 
 

 **A “signing group” of Grade 6 & 7 students under the direction of Mrs. Cheri Notice are prepared to 
 visit your church or other public gathering.  They performed last spring for the Native Camp-meeting 
 held in Port Hardy.  The Rotary Club in St. Albert and Camrose have hosted the signing group 
 along with drummers and cultural dancers.  They will be at Sylvan Lake church in December and  
 performing for the pastor’s meetings in January.  Contact Principal Gail Wilton to be included. 
 **iPad project: Mrs. Kay and her class are raising funds to purchase 20 iPads for classroom use.  
 Note how to participate at the end of this sidebar. 
 **The last weekend of April (25-26) is designated as an Open House.  All are invited to come and 
 experience native cultural events. 
 **The “Christmas Shopping Mall” is well loved at Mamawi!  Contributions of new or gently used 
 items are received at the school until December 15.  Gifts are then chosen by the children for their  
 families.  The gifts are wrapped at school and taken home on the last day before Christmas break.  
 Countless tears and expressions of joy come back to the school for making Christmas happen at 
 their home. 
 

***To support any of the above projects or the building project go to www.mamawiatosketan.com .  Select 
“Donations” and follow the steps to register.  This simply allows you to make an online donation.  OR send a 
cheque to Mamawi Atosketan Native School, R.R. 2, Ponoka, Alberta, T4J 1R2 with a note designating 
which project you are supporting. 

B Division Champions 

CWAA Grade 8 

A Division Champions 

CWAA 

http://www.mamawiatosketan.com
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Living Deeply! 
 
“Live deeply in Christ.”  1 John 2:28, The Message 
 

Time and space will never express the enormity of “living deeply in 
Christ”.  I do, however, want to explore one miniscule way of living 
deeply in Christ on a day by day basis.  Making Christ real, vibrant, 
and alive--ever present--is something we are commanded to do 
throughout the Bible.  Recognizing spiritual lessons and meaning in 
the simple facets of our lives encourages me along my journey. 
 

Computer short-cut commands using the Control key (Ctrl) have 
greatly increased my efficiency at the keyboard.  While working at 
my computer recently, some spiritual analogies for these "Ctrl" func-
tions came to me.  Allow me to share, keeping in mind that analogies 
do have limits.  Feel free to change the lessons to your liking.   
 

Ctrl Z--Undo: This feature allows you to undo your last command—to 
go back and begin again.  In fact you can use Ctrl Z several times in 
a row.  Up to how many times, I do not know.  This I do know: The 
faithful love of the LORD never ends! His mercies never cease.  Great 
is his faithfulness; His mercies begin afresh each morning, Lamenta-
tions 3:22-23 NLT.  As we undo those aspects of our lives unbecom-
ing to a Christ-follower, and begin again, He remembers our sins no 
more, Isaiah 43:25.  One further consideration must be mentioned.  
Ctrl Z may have a limit, but God’s “undo”…His offer of forgiveness to 
us is limitless (Matthew 18:22).  For this I praise God! 
 

Ctrl A—Select All: Reminds me that we need to consciously select 
whatever is true, noble, right, pure, admirable, excellent, and praise-
worthy, Philippians 4:8.  The question is, do we? 
 

Ctrl U—Underline:  Take note!  What are we emphasizing in our day 
to day lives?  What are we directing others to notice?  A serious mat-
ter! 
 

Ctrl C—Copy: Look to Christ only.  Look to the LORD and his 
strength; seek his face always, Psalm 105:4 NIV. 
 

Ctrl P—Print: Our lives are a print-out of who we are and for what/
whom we stand.  Sobering!  So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is 
making his appeal through us., 2 Corinthians 5:20. 
 

Ctrl S—Save: Store up my commands within you, Proverbs 7:1.  
We’ve all had the experience  at the keyboard of not saving often 
enough.  It’s become my habit to “Ctrl S” frequently.  Hmmm.  Am I 
saving God’s Word in my heart frequently? 
 

Ctrl X—Cut…Ctrl V—Paste: often used in chorus for moving, rear-
ranging, and editing larger amounts of text to another place in a doc-
ument.  Perhaps this can apply to rearranging our priorities to devote 
time to God’s Word and prayer; perhaps God is leading us to work at 
a new assignment or in a new location. 
 

As you live deeply in Christ throughout 2014, may your life overflow 
with His grace, love, and beauty! 
 

www.albertasdaedu.orgwww.albertasdaedu.org  

P A G E  4  
I n  To u ch  Wi t h  Yo u . . .  

Thank you to Holly Kay and Richard Fowler, 

the principle contributors for AAEC #12.  

Communication #13 will include concert 

highlights and exciting service projects. 

Because some concerts are not held until 

December 18 and the 19th is the last 

school day before Christmas break, AAEC 

#13 will not be sent to the schools and 

churches until the beginning of 2014.  

I repeat my invitation to students, parents, 

teachers, and supporters of Christian edu-

cation to share your story  of  how Christian 

education has formed and shaped you.  

You need not be a writer-only willing to 

share and in turn, encourage others.  Con-

tact me and we’ll make it happen! (Linda 

Steinke...see above.) 

Happy Christmas 

Happy 2014! 


