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Co

ol,
C

lea
rW
ate

r!

n
Frie
New

Snorkeling was my
favorite part and playing with the village
kids. I was surprised
that there were so
many stray dogs. I participated in a Week of
Prayer program with
the school children.
Chloe, Grade 3
PACeS student
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My favorite part of the trip was being part of a live radio
program. We talked about our favorite Bible stories. My
jobs on the worksite were moving dirt, mixing cement,
and sifting sand. The Belizean people build their buildings
all by hand. That surprised me.
Russell, Grade 5 PACeS student
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Building a foundation for a church and helping with Week of
Prayer at the school…all in a day’s work! Like most firsttime mission trip participants, I wasn’t sure what to
expect, but when it was time to return, I wished that
I could stay. I loved staying at the mission site and
hanging out with all the people. I loved working,
talking, having fun, and all the encouragement! For
a time there were no pressures, sadness, or
depressing moments. I experienced closeness with
God and definitely want to return.
Jared, Grade 9 PACeS student

Sharing our lives
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Belize...A Parent’s Perspective
Contributed by Karla Whitmore
2013 was the year of giving for our family. When we made the
decision to be part of a mission trip, we started saving so we
could give. Russell, age 10 and Chloe, age 9 saved their birthday and Christmas money, collected pop bottles, and spread the
word that they would be going on a mission trip. My parents also
came with us. Between the 5 of us, we also collected 10 pairs of
eyeglasses, medical supplies, school supplies, and clothes to
donate.

bands, barrettes, and cute underwear. A huge smile
came across his face, as he looked in the bag at all
the pink articles!

After the clothes were distributed, Mom and I met
with the Adventist teachers at the school in the
same village where the church was being built.
These teachers had a huge love for their students
and a passion for telling them about Jesus. When
With this being our first time abroad as missionaries, we didn’t
we delivered school supplies and let them choose
know exactly what to expect. I expected it to be more remote
what they needed, the one teacher commented this
than it actually was. Our living conditions were fantastic and the
was like rain in summer! With Russell and Chloe
cook made scrumptious meals every day. I became accustomed
being home schooled, they had never been in a
to cool showers and bugs in the shower with me; dogs barking,
traditional classroom, so arrangements were made
birds chirping, and roosters crowing all night.
for them to attend class one morning. They were
extremely nervous and happy with me for making
I knew we were going there to work and this was not a relaxing
them experience this. I told them they might never
vacation. We were there to get the foundation complete on a
get this opportunity again. As the morning pronew church. The trench for the footings and rebar placement
gressed, they became more comfortable and interwas complete when we arrived. Our
acted with the other children in class.
job was to pour cement for the base
School is taught in English so Russell
of the footings, stack bricks, backand Chloe participated easily. The next
A huge smile came across his
fill, and prepare the floor with dirt
day when the students saw Russell
to later be a cement floor. As
face, as he looked in the bag at
and Chloe walking around, they asked
the cement was being mixed
all the pink articles!
them if they were coming to school
by hand, sand being sifted by
again. That afternoon, they did return
hand, dirt being hauled by
to class.
wheelbarrow, I would think
about life in Alberta and
This mission trip has given us the opportunity
how the job site is so
to see how other people in the world live, work, go
different. Not every
to school, and worship God. Even though we were
day was full of work.
in contact with people who looked different than we
We took time to
did, they were still mothers, fathers, children, emgo swimming in
ployees, professionals, and church attendees. So
the river, play
on the slip ‘n
Time for Work & Service
slide, and
snorkel.
Mom and I were put in contact with the village nurse and we
would help her distribute all the clothes that were brought. She
knew the families that needed them the most and the ages of
the children. Dividing all the clothes by need of the family and
delivering them was defiantly a highlight of the trip for me. The
villagers could not speak English but I could tell they were overcome with joy by the gifts we brought. There was a single dad
raising his daughters on his own because his wife had died. In
their bag we made sure we put extra girly items such as hair

Time to Learn from other Cultures

Time to Bask in God’s Creation

PAGE 3

Mathletics
M

CHCS receives world-wide recognition from Mathletics!
“I love the Mathletics program, and my students have truly caught
fire with it as well!” says Steven Gabrys, Grade 5/6 Teacher at
CHCS. Let’s try to retrace the details.
Grade 5/6 students participated in a “Mathletics Marathon” on May
10 & 11, trying to earn as many points as possible in a 24-hour
contest that is held every day. One goal was to make it to the
Mathletics Hall of Fame wall. “We scored so many points that the
3P Learning Company (distributor for Mathletics) noticed our crazy
number of points. Erin Priddle, local Mathletics representative,
inquired as to what was happening in CHCS’s corner of the world.
Mr. Gabrys shared how he implemented Mathletics into the life of
his classroom, which led to being named the
“Mathletics Master Class” for the month of
April. This brought Canada-wide recognition in
the Mathletics world.

athletics is [a Canadian] online
math practice system for grades K
-12 (subscription based). It includes a "Full
Curriculum" section where students practice hundreds of math topics in 10-question
increments, a "Live Mathletics" section
where students race with math problems
against other students around the world in
real-time, games, Rainforest Maths, printable resources, interactives, video tutorials,
and a reporting system. (taken from the
Mathletics website)

Implementation ideas and practices were next
sent to the CEOs in United States and United
Kingdom. Steven signed a release for his
ideas to be shared worldwide. Mr. Gabrys and
his class received a trophy and coverage in the
local Lacombe Globe newspaper.
Congratulations Grade 5/6 students! Keep
mastering the multiples!

*If your child is
not talking
about Mathletics at school
and using it at
home, please
talk to his or
her teacher.
This program
will make a
difference in
your child’s
Math performance.

CONCRETE POETRY

Elkan
Jemma
Elliot
Mrs. Hetland’s Grade 3 class. Coralwood Adventist Academy
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History at hand...
I suppose I had always wanted to go to Europe. As I was growing up, my parents and grandparents would tell me
stories of the places they had been and the wonders they had seen. These stories always ended with the same
advice, “Sammi, make sure you travel while you’re young; there is no better way to discover what the world has to
offer.” For a long time, I only knew that I wanted to travel. When I studied Greece in Grade Six Social Studies, I
finally knew where I wanted to travel. For six years, until I was in Grade Twelve, I dreamed of the day when I would
step off an airplane and feel the salty Mediterranean breeze on my skin.
This year, during Spring Break 2014, at long last I had my chance to visit Europe with four of my classmates and
see just exactly what my grandparents were talking about. Together, we visited three European countries, Italy,
France, and Spain. These places were exactly what I had always imagined they would be. Walking through the
narrow side streets of Barcelona, we could feel the history emanating from the bricks of the 500-year-old buildings.
Strolling down the Promenade des Angles in Nice, we were surrounded by an entirely new and exciting culture.
Throughout the entire trip, there was always the anticipation of what would come next. Around every corner, there
was a new story to be told, a new memory to be made.
I am so happy that I was able to go on this trip. It will always have a special place in my heart. I know that I will
never forget the memories we made or the fun times we shared. Although I know that the trip is now over and I
have to resume my regular routine, I also know that I left a piece of myself in Europe, and one day I plan to go back
and retrieve it.
Samantha
Chinook Winds Adventist Academy

Manarola, Cirque Terre, Italy...We
were here!

“Education First” is an international education tour company
with 45 years of experience
world-wide. Chinook Winds
Adventist Academy travelled to
Italy, France, Monaco, and
Spain March 22-March 30.
They experienced history learning first-hand about the beginnings of western culture. This is
the third such trip that Grade
12 students at CWAA have taken. On alternate years, opportunity to participate in a mission
trip is offered. “We had one
tour guide who gave us tours
of real parts of the cities, such
as markets and places most
tourists don’t get to go,” explained Mr. David Elias, one of
the sponsoring teachers. Mrs.
Marilyn Kelloway and Ms. Juana
Galdamez were the other two
sponsors.

Monaco, Monte Carlo

It was G-R-E-A-T!

The Whole Gang in Italy.

I n To u c h W i t h Yo u . . .
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Walking and Talking

Alberta Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
Education Communications
Email: lindaedu@xplornet.com
Phone: 780-387-4961

www.albertasdaedu.org

Can you walk and not talk? Even if the “talk” is in your head? I
don’t think that I can. I love to walk and talk with a family member
or friend. And I love to walk and talk with God. This morning I
read: “To walk with God, we must make it a practice to talk with
God.” Hmmm…seems to me that the reverse is true also…if we
talk with God, we will walk with God. Deuteronomy 6:6, 7 says,
“These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your
hearts. Impress them upon your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road…” As Albertans we are accustomed to walking any season of the year, but I
particularly enjoy walking in the warmer temperatures. My prayer
is that we each will make time to walk and talk with God, with our
children, with our spouses, and with our friends…and that the
walking and talking will create pictures of His grace and beauty in
our lives!

Earth Day every day...
PACeS students, Isabella (K)
and Kiersten (Gr. 1) and
their two younger siblings
spent time cleaning a playground and making it a
more pleasant place in
which to play. If you
missed April 24 (Earth Day),
don’t stress for Every Day is
Earth Day! God has made
each of us His personal
stewards!

Belize 2015...
Mission trips are becoming a regular part of Kevin Kiers’s (Youth
Ministries & Foothills Summer Camp Director for the Alberta
Conference) job description. He has organized mission trips to
Billy White, Belize for four years (two years in the Saskatchewan
Conference). The trips are family friendly and a great way to
catch the “mission service bug”. In the past, the trips
have been advertised through our schools, but that is changing.
For the spring of 2015, church families are being invited to
join the ongoing project of building a church and school in Billy
White. Details will be available and presented during Campmeeting this summer. You can start planning now. The cost is
approximately $1800 per person (air fare, food, lodging, the project) and the numbers fill up quickly. (Students in our schools
are welcome, but the circle is being drawn larger to include more
participants.) Keep your ears tuned. I don’t know anyone who
has returned disappointed.

This month’s contributors: Chloe, Jared,
Russell, Karla Whitmore, Steven Gabrys,
Rayette Hetland, Elkan, Elliot, Jemma,
Samantha, David Elias, Isabella, and
Kiersten. Without you these pages
would be blank! :)

